Inflammatory aneurysms of the abdominal aorta.
The treatment of inflammatory aneurysms of the abdominal aorta presents a formidable challenge to the surgeon. The retroperitoneal inflammatory reaction obliterates normal tissue planes, limiting access to the infrarenal aorta. During a 70-month period 25 (6%) of 439 patients operated on for abdominal aortic aneurysms were found to have the inflammatory type. These patients were more likely to be symptomatic than patients with noninflammatory aneurysms and they were more likely to be male. Although surgical repair of the aneurysms required longer aortic occlusion time and more blood replacement, the outcome was similar to that for patients treated for noninflammatory aneurysms.